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medical records have failed, despite bil-
lions spent. This is a significant con-
tributing factor to many of the VA’s
problems.

Mr. Speaker, it is increasingly clear
that the government is simply unable
to procure IT products at a reasonable
cost. With the Internet’s growing role
in nearly all commerce and commu-
nication, this is yet another reason to
stop expanding the reach of the bu-
reaucracy and return our government
to its constitutionally defined limits.

———

RECOGNIZING THE EFFORTS OF
LAUREN DABERKOW AND DAW-
SON PUBLIC POWER DISTRICT IN
LEXINGTON, NEBRASKA

(Mr. SMITH of Nebraska asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. SMITH of Nebraska. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize the efforts
of Lauren Daberkow, a retired me-
chanic at Dawson Public Power Dis-
trict in Lexington, Nebraska. For the
third year in a row, Lauren traveled to
Caracol, Haiti, as part of a rural elec-
trification project through the Na-
tional Rural Electric Cooperative Asso-
ciation.

BEach year, Lauren transports the
supplies necessary to service utility
trucks, addresses maintenance con-
cerns, and then offers hands-on train-
ing so local staff can address such
issues in the future.

While only 13 percent of the people in
Haiti have regular access to elec-
tricity, when this project is linked to
other electrification efforts, approxi-
mately 20,000 customers over the next 3
years will have access to electricity.
Electricity can improve the quality of
life through access to vital services
like health care, education, and clean
water.

For this reason, I thank Mr.
Daberkow and the National Rural Elec-
tric Cooperative Association for their
efforts to electrify = communities
around the world.

——————

REMEMBERING COLONEL JOE
HART OF PEA RIDGE, ARKANSAS

(Mr. WOMACK asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. WOMACK. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in remembrance of a member of
the Greatest Generation—Colonel Joe
Hart of Pea Ridge, Arkansas, who
passed away on May 23 at the age of 93.
Colonel Joe was known for many
things. He was a decorated World War
IT hero, a B-17 pilot, a POW, a partici-
pant in January 1945’s infamous Death
March, a Purple Heart recipient, a test
pilot for Boeing, a patent holder, and
the author of a book, ‘“The Hart Die-
tary Procedure.” He was a father and
grandfather, a local radio commen-
tator, and a frequent caller to my of-
fice.

Colonel Joe was not shy about his
strong opinions, and his many visits to
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my Rogers office to share them were
always welcomed by my staff. We—and
the undoubtedly many others Colonel
Joe touched throughout his long life—
will certainly miss his presence.

My thoughts and prayers are with
your family and friends. Rest in peace,
Colonel Joe. We will miss you.

——
HONORING MR. JUDE HARRINGTON

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor Mr.
Jude Harrington, supervisory park
ranger at the U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers Raystown Lake, located in Hun-
tingdon County of the Pennsylvania
Fifth Congressional District.

Mr. Harrington has been recognized
as the recipient of the 2014 American
Recreation Coalition’s Legends Award.

For the past 30 years, Mr. Har-
rington’s efforts have significantly
contributed to the improvement of vis-
itor recreational experiences and the
enhancement of environmental, social,
health, and economic benefits for peo-
ple of all ages and backgrounds.

Jude’s leadership helped to make
Raystown Lake a national tourism des-
tination through facility upgrades, co-
ordination of widely publicized special
events, and a strong partnership pro-
gram.

Jude is a founding member of the
Friends of Raystown Lake and a long-
time adviser, which has led to more
than $1.7 million in partnership con-
tributions.

Mr. Speaker, without Mr. Har-
rington’s high standards, customers
and the surrounding community would
not have such high quality camping fa-
cilities, roadways, trails, boat
launches, and beaches to enjoy. He is a
true professional, leader, and team
member.

Congratulations, Jude, for your com-
mitment to excellence as the 2014 Leg-
ends Award winner.

————

ER VISITS INCREASING AS A
RESULT OF THE ACA

(Mr. BURGESS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, imagine
you have a medical emergency, you
show up at the emergency department
of your hospital, and you are treated in
the waiting room. That is exactly what
is happening in hospitals all over
America. Overcrowding has become a
reality.

A recent report by the American Col-
lege of Emergency Medicine showed
that more than half of all ER doctors
have reported this trend. It is ironic
that the main pillar of the Affordable
Care Act, which was an increase in pa-
tients’ access to care, is exactly the op-
posite of what is happening.
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We are having a hearing on Thursday
in the Energy and Commerce Sub-
committee on Health. I am looking for-
ward to it. We will discuss the impact
of the President’s health care law on
access to health care.

It is my sincere hope that the admin-
istration is cooperative and forth-
coming as we investigate yet another
aspect of the Affordable Care Act that
instead of helping is hurting patients,
doctors, and hospitals and putting a
strain on our system.

——————

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
THOMPSON of Pennsylvania) laid before
the House the following communica-
tion from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, June 6, 2014.
Hon. JOHN A. BOEHNER,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on
June 5, 2014 at 5:05 p.m.:

That the Senate passed S. 1044.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely,
KAREN L. HAAS,
Clerk of the House.

———

TRANSPORTATION, HOUSING AND
URBAN DEVELOPMENT, AND RE-
LATED AGENCIES APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2015

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. LATHAM. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 4745,
and that I may include tabular mate-
rial on the same.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Iowa?

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 604 and rule
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in
the Committee of the Whole House on
the state of the Union for the consider-
ation of the bill, H.R. 4745.

The Chair appoints the gentleman
from North Carolina (Mr. HOLDING) to
preside over the Committee of the
Whole.
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Accordingly, the House resolved

itself into the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union for the
consideration of the bill (H.R. 4745)
making appropriations for the Depart-
ments of Transportation, Housing and
Urban Development, and related agen-
cies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2015, and for other purposes,
with Mr. HOLDING in the chair.
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